
Feb. 15, 2012 
 
Office of Student Financial Aid and Scholarships 
1278 University of Oregon 
Eugene, OR 97403-1278 
 
To whom it concerns: 
 
 I am writing this letter to share my observations and insights of John Max 
Londberg, whom I have taught in two classes, Reporting I (J361, Spring 2011) and 
Feature Writing I (J371, Fall 2011). I want to say upfront that Max (as he prefers to be 
called) distinguished himself in both classes for his clear, analytical thinking and intuitive 
intelligence, both of which will assure him success while at the University and beyond. 
He is an overall excellent student—diligent, respectful, thorough and skilled. In his 
assignments, Max demonstrated an intuitive grasp of what was needed to get the story 
right. He knew whom he had to speak with and what perspectives he needed to include to 
present a balanced story. I have taught scores of beginning journalism students, and it is 
unusual for them to grasp these essentials at such an early stage. 
 Max is receptive to being edited and he is not afraid to dive into challenging 
topics. His midterm story on a ballot measure on an income tax to raise money for 
schools was balanced and well-organized. His writing style needed some shaping, but his 
story was exceptional considering he had only been in the class for five weeks. His final 
feature story looked at the plight of recent college graduates who were having difficulty 
finding work in their field after graduation. He showed a similar grasp of the issue and an 
ability to communicate the issue clearly and from several perspectives. 
 In my J371 class, Max continued to develop his skills. He wrote a strong profile 
on a local attorney who has been a developer and a singer song writer. His Register-
Guard guest editorial (12/11/11) on the student vote turning down plans to renovate the 
EMU was based on his Final Project. 
 Max’s strengths are not just in the arena of analytical clarity. In that class he also 
wrote an effective and honest essay on a situation he was dealing with in his personal life. 
He wove a sophisticated and creative theme on time throughout the essay, again 
demonstrating a high degree of skill in writing and conceptualizing. 
 Max may be somewhat hampered by his shyness, but I think that will lessen as he 
matures socially. I am confident he will be a success academically and a valuable asset in 
whatever field he ends up choosing. I encourage the university to grant him the necessary 
resources to allow him to continue his academic explorations and to prepare for what I 
am confident will be a rich future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Alice Tallmadge 
Adjunct Instructor, SOJC 


