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     Dan Neal, a 59-year-old Eugene resident, does not particularly enjoy fishing. He 

would rather be doing something that involves a little more action, such as recording 

another song, managing one of his apartment complexes or fielding calls from his law 

office on Pearl Street. All the same, in 1996 he joined his father and son on a fishing trip 

on the Kenai River in Alaska. His goal for the trip was to spend quality time with his 

family, not to catch a 70-pound Chinook. 

     He did both. 

     “I’m not really a very avid fisherman,” Neal says, “but I am avid about being with my 

father and son, so I made this trip possible. My karmic reward for this was I brought 

home a big fish.” 

     Though his modesty attempts to mask it, Neal has demonstrated an uncanny ability to 

succeed in virtually everything that he does. He has flourished in varying roles such as an 

attorney, singer and songwriter and, most recently, residential real estate developer.  

     Neal currently owns seven apartment complexes in Eugene. With booming student 

enrollment and the consequential lack of on-campus housing at the University of Oregon, 

his choice to build apartments could not have come at a better time. 

     The green value component of his buildings has led many of them to receive awards 

by the Architects Institute of America in the multi-family category. One building that he 

finished this summer will likely receive a LEED Platinum certification, the highest 

certification available. 



     Neal says he enjoys the creativity aspect of developing and loves the feeling of 

constructing something lasting. 

     “You come up with a vision for a building that is a tangible representation of what you 

stand for,” he says. 

     Neal’s passion for development began in 2006. By 2009, he funded, helped design and 

marketed four apartment complexes. In 2010, he completed his largest complex in terms 

of rooms and square footage. This past summer, he finished two more projects. 

     When Neal first became interested in development, he says he only planned to 

undertake one or two projects. Now, with seven apartment complexes, he is a respected 

developer of Eugene. 

     “I’ve reached a point in this endeavor where others are approaching me, asking if they 

can invest in my projects,” he says. 

     Long before real estate development, Neal thrived as a trial attorney. He has spent 

over 30 years in Eugene practicing law. He has an undefeated record in cases before the 

Oregon Supreme Court, and the Martindale-Hubbell Law Directory Service has awarded 

him with the AV rating, the highest rating for attorneys, in each of the last 20 years. 

     “Dan is driven, bright, more than bright probably. Eclectic,” says Paul Franklin, a 

friend for 40 years. “He likes to stand out in the crowd.” 

     However, Neal’s drive to succeed was not quelled by a successful career in law. In 

2005, he resolved all of his civil litigation cases in order to have more time to pursue a 

career in music. As a singer and songwriter, Neal recorded two albums in the Americana 

Rock genre that received commercial attention. Local radio stations have played his 



songs, and one song, “Ballgame,” blared over the loudspeakers at Fenway Park, home of 

the Boston Red Sox. 

     “I do not deal well with not accomplishing stuff,” Neal says. “It seems like I’m busy 

all the time, but this is the life I’ve chosen, and it brings me a lot of satisfaction.” 

     Despite the numerous tasks that he must tackle on a daily basis, Neal still finds time 

for the lighter side of his interests. He holds season tickets for the Oregon football team, 

and before the Ducks played the California Golden Bears, he was at his typical tailgating 

spot in the shadow of a buzzing Autzen Stadium. At an hour before kickoff, about ten of 

Neal’s closest friends surrounded the card table that offered chili and a variety of 

beverages. Neal sipped a glass of red wine with a green base, matching Oregon’s school 

color. 

     Neal’s desire to succeed was instilled in him at an early age growing up in Bandon. 

His father was a World War II veteran and Chicago Sports Hall of Fame inductee, and his 

older brother, Steve, consistently brought home report cards with all A’s, inspiring him to 

do the same.  

     At McNary High School, Neal was president of his student body. At the University of 

Oregon, where he earned his Bachelor and Law Degrees, he excelled as a member of the 

debate squad. As a junior, he was on the two-man team that qualified for nationals in 

Maryland, a rare feat for such a small group. The experiences he gained on the team 

helped to prepare him for his career in law. 

     Peggy Neal, his wife of ten years, says that he remembers every one of his friends’ 

birthdays and how old they’re turning. On a recent friend’s 64th birthday, Neal called him 

to sing “When I’m 64” by the Beatles. 



     “I’m madly in love with him, and all these people love him,” says Peggy, motioning to 

the people cradling bowls of chili and beer at the tailgater. “We smile all the time.” 

     On a recent fall afternoon, Neal was working in his law office behind a green-topped 

desk. He glanced to the wall on his right. Mounted to the wall was a 70-pound Chinook 

from the Kenai River. Even motionless, it looked aggressive and defiant. He considered 

for a moment why he never took to fishing. 

     “I need something where there’s a little more action,” he says. 

      


